AGENDA ITEM #9

January 11, 2002
To: Delta Protection Commission
From: Margit Aramburu, Executive Director
Subject: Acquistion of Land in the Primary Zone Since January 1, 1993 by Public Agencies and
Nonprofit Groups

(For Commission Information Only)

Background:

In January 1993, of the 487,625 acr es of land and water in the Primary Zone, approximately 33,725
acres were in public agency ownership. Nonprofit agency ownership was limited to the 1,566 acre
Jepson Prairie Preserve owned by The Nature Conservancy. In 1993, thetotal in public and

nonpr ofit owner ship was 35,291 acresor 7.25% of the Primary Zone.

Since January 1, 1993, an additiona 46,980 acr es of land has been acquired in feetitle by public
agencies and nonprofits. Thetotal now in public and nonprofit ownership in the Primary Zoneis
82,271 acresor approximately 16.9% of the Primary Zone.

Conservation essementstotal 5,782 acres.

Acquisitionsin 2001.

Thereweretwo major acquistionsin the Delta Primary Zone, both funded by bond funds.
CALFED approved grant of approximately $35 million to The Nature Conservancy; $30
million of which wasto acquir e fee title owner ship of 9,106 acres Staten Idand in San Joaquin

County. Half thefundscamefrom Prop 12 and half from Prop 13.

The Wildlife Conservation Board approved use of $ 16,630,000 million in Prop 12 fundsto



acquiretwo propertiestotaling 12, 808 acresin the Yolo Bypassin Yolo County. Thelands
will be added to the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area and will be managed by the Department of Fish
and Game.

Land Owner ship asof January 1, 1993

The Background Report on Land Use and Development, dated January 1994, describes land
ownership in the Delta as of January 1, 1993 (see attached excerpt). Of the total 487,625 acres of land
and water in the Primary Zone of the Delta, Ports owned 4,124 acres; specia districts owned about
3,000; cities and counties owned over 1,567 acres, East Bay Regiona Park Digtrict owned or managed
about 600 acres; the Department of Parks and Recreation owned 4,857 acres of land and water-
covered area; the Department of Fish and Game owned over 8,000 acres of land and water-covered
area; Department of Water Resources owned 8,545 acres, Cal Trans owned 480 acres of land in
addition to rights-of-way; the Corps of Engineers owned 250 acres on the tip of Grand Idand; and the
Navy owned about 2,000 acres used for communications facilities.

Not included in that list were 109 acres owned by the Bureau of Reclamation at the Delta Cross
Channdl. The Department of Water Resources also owned 193 acres at the southern tip of Liberty
Farms, adjacent to Cache Slough. In addition, the State Lands Commission adminigters the State’ s
sovereign ownership interests in tidelands, submerged lands, and bends of navigable waters--
approximately 50,000 acres in the Primary Zone are water-covered.

Ports 4,124 acres
Specid Didricts 3,000 acres
Citiesand Counties 1,567 acres
East Bay Regiond Park Didrict 600 acres
Department of Parks and Recrestion 4,857 acres
Department of Fish and Game 8,000 acres
Department of Water Resources 8,738 acres
CdTrans 480 acres
Corps of Engineers 250 acres
Navy 2,000 acres
Bureau of Reclamation 109 acres




Fee Title Acquisitions Since January 1, 1993:
SPECIAL DISTRICTS:
East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD): EBRPD sarves Alameda and Contra Costa Counties

and is funded through property taxes. EBRPD has acquired the eastern haf of Big Break in Contra
Costa County and has an option on the western half.

Big Bresk (Eastern Half), Contra Costa County 980 acres (1995)
Big Break (Western Half), Contra Costa County 688 acres (1999)

Ironhouse Sanitary District (1SD): 1n 1993, ISD owned about 2,600 acres on Jersey Idand and an
additional 300 acresin the Secondary Zone. 1SD has since purchased most of the remainder of Jersey
Idand, which totals 3,470 acres.

Jersey Idand, Contra Costa County 800 acres
STATE:

Department of Fish and Game: Department of Fish and Game in partnership with the Yolo Basin
Foundation, purchased 3,583 acres of agricultura land in the Y olo Bypass, just south of the 1-80
causeway, for restoration to seasonad wetland habitat. The area has been planted and enhanced and is
managed by the State and the Y olo Basin Foundation for habitat, access, and recreetion (wildlife
observation and hunting).

Yolo Bypass, Y olo County 3,583 acres
Yolo Bypass, Yolo County 12, 808 acres (2002)

Department of Water Resour ces: Department of Water Resources (DWR) has been acquiring
property on Sherman Idand in the South Delta, and in the Hood area of Sacramento County. In 1993,
DWR owned 1,037 acres on Sherman Idand and 2,965 acres on Twitchell ISand. DWR now owns
the fallowing:

Sherman Idand, Sacramento County 8,146 acres (out of 9,183 total acres)
Hood, Sacramento County 123 acres (1995)



Department of Parks and Recreation: 1n September, the Department acquired 263 acres of mostly
water-covered lands east of its property east of Locke and west of McCormack Williamson Tract.
The lands are in Sacramento County in an area commonly caled “ Delta Meadows'.

DeltaMeadows, Sacramento County 263 acres (1999)
FEDERAL.:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: The Fish and Wildlife Service has been acquiring property within the
boundary of the Stone Lakes Nationa Wildlife Refuge in Sacramento County. The master plan for the
Refuge envisioned gpproximately 9,000 acres in public ownership north of Lambert Road, and an
additional 9,000 acres of land in private ownership under management agreements between Lambert
Road and Lost Slough (south of Twin Cities Road). Acquisitions to date include:

Lodi Gun Club, Sacramento County 287 acres (1994)
Agri-Versfied, Sacramento County 227 acres (1997)
Lewis Ranch, Sacramento County 50 acres (1998)
Samra Property, Sacramento County 104 acres (2000)

Note: U.S Fish and Wildlife Service holds a 148-acres agricultural easement within the Refuge
boundary on Correira Property (1999).

In 1999 the American Land Conservancy purchased the Kuhn Ranch within the boundaries
the Stone L akes Refuge with the intention of restoring the habitat values of the site. The site
will eventually be managed as part of the Refuge [see American Land Conservancy].

Fish and Wildlife Service received a grant from CALFED to acquire Liberty Idand in the Y olo Bypass
in Yolo and Solano Counties. The grant funds were transferred to the Trust for Public Lands who
acquired the land in 1999; trandfer of ownership must await certification of the environmental document
currently under preparation [see Trust for Public Lands].

Army Corpsof Engineers. The Corps purchased Little Holland Tract (1,640 acres) in Yolo and
Solano Counties.

Little Holland Tract, Solano and Y olo Counties 1,640 acres (1999)

Bureau of Reclamation: The Bureau purchased the northeastern portion of Prospect Idand, covering
1,228 acresin 1995. Mogt of therest of theidand is owned by the Port of Sacramento (1,240 acres),
with a 37 acre area a the southeast tip owned by Department of Fish and Game. The Army Corps of
Engineers and Department of Water Resources are jointly proposing to restore the Bureau' s lands to
tida, aquatic habitat.




Prospect Idand, Solano County 1,228 acres (1995)

CITIES:

City of Davis: The City of Davis purchased property adjacent to Putah Creek with the intent of
maintaining most of the Ste in agriculture and enhancing the riparian corridor.

City of Davis, Yolo County 82 acres
NON-PROFITS:
Solano County Far mlands and Open Space Foundation: The Jepsen Prairie Preserve was

trandferred from the Nature Conservancy to the Solano County Farmlands and Open Space
Foundation in 1997.

Jepsen Prairie Preserve, Solano County 1,566 acres (1997)

The Natur e Conser vancy, Cosumnes Preserve: TNC has applied for and received funds from
CALFED for acquigition of McCormack Williamson Tract, Sacramento County. Transfer of property
was completed in September.

McCormack Williamson Tract, Sacramento County 1,654 acres (1999)
Staten Idand, San Joaquin County 9,102 acres (2002)

Trus for Public Land: The Trust for Public Lands acquired 4,760 acre Liberty 1dand in anticipation
of thetrandfer of property to the Fish and Wildlife Service. The property isin both Solano and Yolo
Counties within the Yolo Bypass. Transfer of ownership to the Service must awalit certification of an
environmenta document currently under preparation.

Liberty Idand, Solano and Y olo Counties 4,760 acres (1999)

American Land Conservancy: The American Land Conservancy acquired the 537 acre Kuhn
Ranch within the boundaries of the Stone L akes National Wildlife Refuge. The stewill be
restored and managed as part of the Refuge.

Kuhn Ranch, Sacramento County 537 acres (1999)



EASEMENTS:

Severd entities/agencies have purchased easements over privately owned property with the intent of
protecting habitat on those lands. Easements have been acquired on severa duck clubsin the Yolo
Bypass, on mitigation Stes, and on agricultura land with the intent of converting the land to seasond
habitat. The total acreage in the listed conservation easementsis 5,782 acres. Delta Protection
Commission records do not indicate date of acquisition for dl of the following easements:

Empire Tract , San Joaguin County: Wildlife Conservation Board acquired a conservation easement on
a 261 acre parcd (1995) to retire agriculture and create seasond wetland habitat.

Tyler Idand, Sacramento County: Wildlife Conservation Board and Natural Resources Conservation
Service purchased easements on an 800-acre parcel with intent of creating seasona wetland habitat
(1998).

Saxon Duck Club: In the Y olo Bypass, a conservation easement on 480 acres of managed wetland.

Y olo Bypass-Skyraker Duck Club: In the Y olo Bypass, a conservation easement on 340 acres of
managed wetland.

Duck Club: In the Y olo Bypass, a conservation easement on 158 acres of managed wetland.

Terminous Tract: In San Joaquin County, a conservation easement on 30 acres adjoining Sycamore
Sough.

Medford Idand: In San Joaquin County, Ssevera conservation easements totaling about 300 acres on
Medford Idand, a privatdy-owned mitigation bank.

Wright ElImwood Tract: Adjacent to San Joaguin River, a conservation easement over 50 acres of
habitet.

Pam Tract: On the eastern hdf of PAm Tract, in Contra Costa County, a conservation easement
covering 1,076 acres of agriculture-seasona and permanent wetland, created as mitigation for impacts



associated with congtruction of the WAPA power lines through the Delta

L&L Fams Hoalland Tract, in Contra Costa County, a wetlands reserve easement covering 232 acres
(1994, NRCS).

Felier: Holland Tact in Contra Costa County, a wetlands reserve easement covering 493 acres (1998,
NRCS).

L&L Fams: Two wetlands reserve easements on Medford Idand, in San Joaquin County, covering
184 and 334 acres (1998, NRCS).

Liberty Farms: Off Liberty idand Road, in Solano County, a wetlands reserve easement covering 563
acres (1999, NRCS).

LosRios Fams: Yolo Bypass, in Yolo County, a wetlands reserve easement covering 165 acres
(2000, NRCS).

Fern Headreach Idand: In the Stockton Deepwater Ship Channd, in San Joaguin County, a
conservation easement covering 168 acres (2000, Wildlife Conservation Board).

Correira Property: Within the boundaries of the Stone Lakes Nationd Wildlife Refuge, in Sacramento
County, an agricultural easement covering 148 acres (1999, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)




